Conversation questions, before handing out KWL sheet…
How do you learn about the news in the US?  

Do you ever read local papers, check the web or watch local TV broadcasts?

Do you ever read papers written in your native language?

How did you learn about the news in your home country?

What do you think about news coverage in the US?

We’re going to read an article about the first Amendment to the Constitution of the United States (the one that guarantees freedom of the press).  What do you think of freedom of the press?  Does such a law exist in your home country?

Hand out “KWL”

Encourage folks to fill in columns one and two.  You may have to ask questions to get them going.  

Based on the title, what do you know?  Do you know what the first amendment is?  (If they don’t, don’t tell them any more.)  Who do you think values the first amendment and who doesn’t?

They will only fill in a couple sentences in each column.

Handout and read the article called “Not all teens value first amendment”

Read all the way through (go around the table, each paragraph read by a different person) correcting pronunciation if needed.  

Now read the article to them (slowly) and just have them listen and think about the pronunciation and overall message.

GENERAL QUESTION

Then ask, what is this article about?  What is it saying about the first amendment?  What is it saying about teenagers?

Now go back sentence-by-sentence and discuss any questions, grammar or vocabulary (assembly, etc.) as needed.  

Look at the column on the right and discuss the percentages shown. 

CONVERSATION

Does the article surprise you?  How do you think your home country would differ? 

Back to KWL sheet

Ask everyone to put 2-3 sentences in the third column of their KWL sheet.  Have everyone share their answers. 

