Phone

How are phones used in your home country?  

How often?  

Who do you call?

How common are cell phones?  

The internet?

Who do you call now?  

What do you talk about?

Have you ever called a business to ask a question?

How did it go?  

What did you ask?

Who calls you?

Do you ever get “telemarketing” calls?

How do you feel about these calls?

Are they common in your home country?

What difficulties do you have making calls?

What difficulties do you have in receiving calls?

Role play answering the phone and taking a message.

Role play making a call to a business to ask about their hours.

Role play calling a doctor to make an appointment.

Role play calling 911 in an emergency.

Have you ever used the phone book? 

Look through the phone book and explain sections?

Emergencies!

What kind of emergency services exist in your home country?

Police?  Fire departments?  Ambulance?  Others?

What do you know about these services in the U.S.A.?

Have you ever used one of these services here?

What happened?

How do people feel about the police in your home country?

Role play making a 911 phone call.

What are the most common crimes in your home country?

Discuss basic safety (not accepting rides, not walking alone, etc.)

Weather

What is the weather like in your home country?

How many season do you have?

What is your favorite time of year?

What do you think of the weather in Michigan?

What season do you like best?

What do you like to do during this season?

Look at the weather section of a newspaper and discuss.

What are some weather related emergencies in your country?

Michigan has few weather related emergencies.

What should you do during a tornado warning/watch?

What should you do during an ice storm?

What should you do during a lightening storm?

Meet and greet

Role play meeting someone socially.

Introduce yourself.

Role play introducing another person in a social setting.

Role play meeting someone in a business meeting.

Introduce yourself. 

Role play introducing another person in a business setting.

How are the introductions different?

What behaviors are expected?  (smile, shake hands, “chat”)

What items are discussed in casual conversation in your home country?

What is too private for conversation in your home country?

What “chit-chat” is common in the U.S.A.?

What topics are good for casual conversation?

What topics are bad for casual conversation?  (politics, religion, money)

Directions and maps

Play simon says using vocabulary of direction, location, body and classroom items (i.e., put the book under the desk, put your hand on your knee).

How do you find a new place in Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti?  

How accessible were maps in your home country?

Have you asked for direction from an American?

Where did you want to go?

Were you able to follow the directions?

Role play asking for directions.

Look at a map together.  Discuss the key and points of interest.

Take turns giving directions from one point on the map to another.

In America we say that men never ask for directions.  Do you agree or disagree?  Do you have any similar saying in your country?

Doctors and pharmacies

How do you access doctors and medicine in your home country?

How do you pay for these?

How is it different or the same as the U.S.A.?

Have you been to the Doctor in the U.S.A.?

What happened?

Role play making an appointment at the doctor’s office.

Have you been to a pharmacy?

Did you get a prescription?

What else can you buy at a pharmacy?


Discuss emergency rooms and 911 calls.

How do you pay for appointments and medications in your home country?  

Do you have insurance in the USA?

Grocery shopping

Where do you buy groceries in your home country?

Who does the shopping?  Who does the cooking?

Where do you shop in the U.S.A.?

Are things similar or different?

What foods are new to you here?

What is your favorite food?

Role play asking for help in a grocery store to find an item.

Have you ever used coupons?

Look at some grocery ads and discuss.

Discuss the categories in a grocery store.  Ask “where would you find X?”  (i.e., carrots, tomatoes, apples are found in produce)

Look at a recipe and try to plan a shopping list.  How much will the recipe cost to make?  Discuss the directions.

Banking

How is banking done in your home country?

What is the common way to pay for items in your home country?

Do you have a bank here?

Have you been to a bank?

How are they the same or different from in your home country?

Role play depositing a check.

Show an ATM card and/or check and discuss.  

Look at money and discuss the amounts.

What does money look like in your home country?

What images (pictures, places, people) are on the money?

If you could honor someone by putting their picture on a bill, who would you honor?  Why?

Getting around

What are common modes of transportation in your home country?

How is it different or the same in the U.S.?

How did you get around in your home country?

How do you get around Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti?

How would you like to get around?

Discuss cars, taxis, bicycles, etc.

Look at a bus schedule.  

Have you ever taken a bus in the U.S.?

Where did you go?

How are the buses similar or different from your home country?

If people drive, discuss what you do when/if you are pulled over by police.  (do not get out of the car, turn over your license and registration, don’t be worried)

