Conversation questions, before handing out the paper…
How do you learn about the news in the US?  

Do you ever read local papers, check the web or watch local TV broadcasts?

Do you ever read papers written in your native language?

How did you learn about the news in your home country?

What do you think about news coverage in the US?

Several weeks ago you read an article about the first Amendment to the Constitution of the United States (the one that guarantees freedom of the press).  What do you think of freedom of the press?  Does such a law exist in your home country?

Hand out “News for You” and ask…
What is the name of this paper?

Where do you find its table of contents


“Front page news” is usually consider the most important news.  What are some of the headlines on the front page of this paper?

On page 3, there is a “letter to the editor”.  What is an editor?  Have you ever written such a letter?  If yes, what was it about?

Let’s read the article called “Many teens trying pills”

Read all the way through (go around the table, each paragraph read by a different person) correcting pronunciation.  Now read the article to them (slowly) and just have them listen and think about the pronunciation and overall message.

GENERAL QUESTION

Then ask, what is this article about?  What is it saying about medicine (prescription and over-the-counter)?  What is it saying about teenagers?

Now go back sentence-by-sentence and discuss any questions, grammar or vocabulary (get high, findings, wake-up call, addicts, medicine cabinets, cough syrup, etc.) as needed.  As a last look, have people read the article to themselves once more focusing on the grammar and vocabulary. 

CONVERSATION

Does the article surprise you?  How do you think your home country would differ?  What do you think parents in the US could do about this problem?  How difficult is it to get medicine in your home country?  What do you think about health care in the US?

A quick look at page 2 and McDonald’s
If you could buy a business (the way Ray Kroc bought McDonald’s), what would you buy?  What do you think of McDonald’s?  What item do you think they should add to their US menu?  Are there any McDonald’s in your home country?  What do people there think of McDonald’s?  Did you ever eat there?  What did you think?  What business from your home country would you like to see in the US?  

