Using Pictures for Conversation

Pictures may be your best ESL resource.  They are flexible, fun and non-intimidating.
1. Pictures are good for… 

· stimulating conversation

· teaching/practicing vocabulary

· teaching/practicing sentence patterns

· talking about American cultural practices

2.
How to choose pictures

· People doing something

· Interesting background scene

· Lots of objects and colors

3.  Basic picture activities

· Identify objects

· Describe objects/people/places

· List people’s actions

· Imagine relationships between people

· Elaborate the above into a story

· Relate things in the picture to each of your own lives

· Talk about the American beliefs/customs demonstrated in a picture

4.
Setup  The volunteer can ask questions.  You can give a script of questions to learners to ask each other in pairs or triads.  You can have 2 groups make up the “story” a picture tells and then share their stories with each other.  You can start by identifying objects, then enter a conversation about American culture(s) when a learner seems interested in a particular object or concept.  When the conversation ends, you can come back to the picture.

More Picture Activities

There are many different ways to use pictures.  The suggestions below are just a small sampling.

1. Picture sequencing

· Choose pictures that could make a story.

· Pick out the same model in different clothes.

· White out the words in newspaper cartoons and cut the frames apart.

2.
Picture grouping
· Use simple pictures of objects.

· Encourage learner to group by color, size, use, type, etc.

3.
20 questions

· Lay out several similar pictures on the table.

· Choose one.

· Have learners ask you questions to guess which picture you chose.

4. Picture BINGO

· Make BINGO cards with pictures, possibly clipart from a computer.

· Make word cards associated with each picture.

· You or learners pick a card at random and read the word.

· Everyone with the associated picture on their BINGO card puts a disk on it. (Poker chips work well for 1” x 1” pictures.)

Conversation Questions about Pictures

Choosing pictures for conversation:
· Find pictures with people doing things
· Find pictures large enough for your learner to see details

· Find pictures with an interesting background
· Find pictures that promote conversation about American Culture
Sample questions about pictures:

· Identification questions (very specific, good for beginners)

–
What is that (in the middle of the picture)?

–
What color is the sky?

–
What is on the end of the piano?

–
Is this picture inside or outside?

–
How many people are in the picture?

–
What is next to the piano?

· Description/narration questions (more intermediate questions)

–
What is the man doing?

–
What is the woman doing?

–
Where is the piano?

–
What are the other people doing?

–
How is the weather?

–
What time of day is it?

· Conjecture/imagination/opinion questions (for advanced students)

–
How does the man feel?

–
What is his name?

–
What is the relationship between the man and the woman?

–
Why is the piano outside?

–
What is the woman thinking?

–
Why are all those people standing around?

–
How much does the T-shirt cost?

–
What is the brick building behind them?

–
What does it look like inside?

–
What is going on to the right of the piano, outside the picture?

–
Do you play any instruments?

      –What kinds of music do you like?

