The Apostrophe

In English, the apostrophe is used for two primary reasons, contractions or possession.

Contractions are shortened words.  In contractions, the apostrophe takes the place of the missing letters.  Example; can not becomes can’t.

Possession is a way to show ownership.  In possession, the apostrophe precedes the s most of the time.  Example; the book belonging to Jane becomes Jane’s book.  If the owner is plural or ends in an s, then the apostrophe comes after the s.  Example; a book belonging to the boys becomes the boys’ book or a book belonging to James is James’ book.  One exception exists, if something belongs to it, the possession is its, not it’s (it’s is the contraction of it is).

Practice

Can not





it’s

Jane’s book




hasn’t

Janes’ book




a pen belongs to Mike

Will not





woman’s vote

Should’ve





girls’ bikes

A house belongs to Bill



Sue’s letter

I’ve






haven’t

A dog belongs to Sam



aren’t

We will





brothers’ car

Lisa’s right





You will

Lisa is





would have

A right belongs to Lisa



we’d

Who will





they have

Couldn’t





car’s tires

I am






the stress of life

Were not





we’re

Its






they are

