Essay Basics

There are three types of essay questions on the TOEFL test.

Persuasion-convince us of ONE position.


Look for words like “do you agree or disagree” 

or “what one position do you believe”.  

Argument-present TWO sides of a topic, sometimes choosing one.

Look for words like “compare and contrast” 

or “advantages and disadvantages”.

Extension-tell us about something you imagine.


Look for words like “tell us…”


or any other open ended question.

Examples;

Persuasion

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Parents are the best teachers. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Extension

Nowadays, food has become easier to prepare. Has this change improved the way people live? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Argument

It has been said, “Not everything that is learned is contained in books.” Compare and contrast knowledge gained from experience with knowledge gained from books. In your opinion, which source is more important? Why?

Extension

If you could change one important thing about your hometown, what would you change? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.

Extension

How do movies or television influence people’s behavior? Use reasons and specific examples to support your answer.

Persuasion

Some people prefer to live in a small town. Others prefer to live in a big city. Which place would you prefer to live in? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

Argument

A company has announced that it wishes to build a large factory near your community. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this new influence on your community. Do you support or oppose the factory?  Explain your position.

Persuasion

Some people believe that university students should be required to attend classes. Others believe that going to classes should be optional for students. Which point of view do you agree with? Use specific reasons and details to explain your answer.

In front of each essay, identify the type (persuasion, argument, extension).  Underline the phrase that identifies the type.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television has destroyed communication among friends and family. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion. 

“When people succeed, it is because of hard work. Luck has nothing to do with success.” Do you agree or disagree with the quotation above? Use specific reasons and examples to explain your position.

Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Universities should give the same amount of money to their students’ sports activities as they give to their university libraries. Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

Many people visit museums when they travel to new places. Why do you think people visit museums? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Some people prefer to eat at food stands or restaurants. Other people prefer to prepare and eat food at home. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Neighbors are the people who live near us. In your opinion, what are the qualities of a good neighbor? Use specific details and examples in your answer.

It has recently been announced that a new restaurant may be built in your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why?  Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

Some people think that they can learn better by themselves than with a teacher. Others think that it is always better to have a teacher. Which do you prefer? Use specific reasons to develop your essay.

What are some important qualities of a good supervisor (boss)? Use specific details and examples to explain why these qualities are important.

Should governments spend more money on improving roads and highways, or should governments spend more money on improving public transportation (buses, trains, subways)? Why? Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.

It is better for children to grow up in the countryside than in a big city. Do you agree or disagree? Use specific reasons and examples to develop your essay.

In general, people are living longer now. Discuss the causes of this phenomenon. Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.  

It is generally agreed that society benefits from the work of its members. Compare the contributions of artists to society with the contributions of scientists to society. Which type of contribution do you think is valued more by your society? Give specific reasons to support your answer.

We all work or will work in our jobs with many different kinds of people. In your opinion, what are some important characteristics of a co-worker (someone you work closely with)? Use reasons and specific examples to explain why these characteristics are important.  

In some countries, teenagers have jobs while they are still students. Do you think this is a good idea? Support your opinion by using specific reasons and details.

A person you know is planning to move to your town or city. What do you think this person would like and dislike about living in your town or city? Why? Use specific reasons and details to develop your essay.

It has recently been announced that a large shopping center may be built in your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.
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WRITE YOUR IDEAS IN BRIEF!

· EXAMPLE; It has recently been announced that a new movie theater may be built in your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan?  Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.  

Yes or No;    NO

Reason 1;    too much traffic

Reason 2;    too much noise
Reason 3;    too many theaters already in city
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? People should sometimes do things that they do not enjoy doing. Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Yes or No

Reason 1;

Reason 2;

Reason 3;
You have received a gift of money. The money is enough to buy either a piece of jewelry you like or tickets to a concert you want to attend. Which would you buy? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.

Yes or No

Reason 1;

Reason 2;

Reason 3;
Is it better to enjoy your money when you earn it or is it better to save your money for some time in the future? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

Yes or No

Reason 1;

Reason 2;

Reason 3;
It has recently been announced that a new high school may be built in your community. Do you support or oppose this plan? Why? Use specific reasons and details in your answer.

Yes or No

Reason 1;

Reason 2;

Reason 3;
Do you agree or disagree with the following statement? Television, newspapers, magazines, and other media pay too much attention to the personal lives of famous people such as public figures and celebrities. Use specific reasons and details to explain your opinion. 

Yes or No

Reason 1;

Reason 2;

Reason 3;
Some people believe that the Earth is being harmed (damaged) by human activity. Others feel that human activity makes the Earth a better place to live. What is your opinion? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer. 

Yes or No

Reason 1;

Reason 2;

Reason 3;
· EXAMPLE;  A company has announced that it wishes to build a large factory near your community. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this new influence on your community. Do you support or oppose the factory?  Explain your position.

+ AND –  (position?);  many + and -, but I oppose

+ example 1;  new jobs

- example 1;  more noise

+ example 2;  more taxes for the city services

- example 2;  more pollution

It has been said, “Not everything that is learned is contained in books.” Compare and contrast knowledge gained from experience with knowledge gained from books. In your opinion, which source is more important? Why?

+ AND -  (position?);

+ example 1;

- example 1;

+ example 2;

- example 2;
The government has announced that it plans to build a new university. Some people think that your community would be a good place to locate the university. Compare the advantages and disadvantages of establishing a new university in your community. Use specific details in your discussion.

+ AND -  (position?);

+ example 1;

- example 1;

+ example 2;

- example 2;
Students at universities often have a choice of places to live. They may choose to live in university dormitories, or they may choose to live in apartments in the community. Compare the advantages of living in university housing with the advantages of living in an apartment in the community. Where would you prefer to live? Give reasons for your preference.

+ AND -  (position?);

+ example 1;

- example 1;

+ example 2;

- example 2;
Some people prefer to spend time with one or two close friends. Others choose to spend time with a large number of friends. Compare the advantages of each choice. Which of these two ways of spending time do you prefer? Use specific reasons to support your answer.

+ AND -  (position?);

+ example 1;

- example 1;

+ example 2;

- example 2;
· EXAMPLE;  What are the important qualities of a good son or daughter? Have these qualities changed or remained the same over time in your culture? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Your idea;   “good” doesn’t change over time

Example 1;  caring

Example 2;  responsible

Example 3;   respectful

Choose one of the following transportation vehicles and explain why you think it has changed people’s lives.

• automobiles        • bicycles        • airplanes       Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Your idea;

Example 1;

Example 2;

Example 3;

People work because they need money to live. What are some other reasons that people work? Discuss one or more of these reasons. Use specific examples and details to support your answer.

Your idea;

Example 1;

Example 2;

Example 3;

Why do you think some people are attracted to dangerous sports or other dangerous activities? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Your idea;

Example 1;

Example 2;

Example 3;

Some people believe that success in life comes from taking risks or chances. Others believe that success results from careful planning. In your opinion, what does success come from? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Your idea;

Example 1;

Example 2;

Example 3;

What change would make your hometown more appealing to people your age? Use specific reasons and examples to support your opinion.

Your idea;

Example 1;

Example 2;

Example 3;

Your city has decided to build a statue or monument to honor a famous person in your country. Who would you choose? Use reasons and specific examples to support your choice.

Your idea;

Example 1;

Example 2;

Example 3;

Choose 2 of each type of question from the previous 3 pages.  Write complete sentences for each of your points.   Examples below.

· Question;  It has recently been announced that a new movie theater may be built in your neighborhood. Do you support or oppose this plan?  Why? Use specific reasons and details to support your answer.  

Yes or No;    NO

Reason 1;    too much traffic

Reason 2;    too much noise
Reason 3;    too many theaters already in city
I would be  opposed  to  building  a  new  theater in my neighborhood.

A new theater would create  too  much  traffic  on  our streets.  

Also, there  would  be  too  much  noise  created by all  the  people.

Lastly, there  are  already  too  many  theaters  in  our city.

· Question;  A company has announced that it wishes to build a large factory near your community. Discuss the advantages and disadvantages of this new influence on your community. Do you support or oppose the factory?  Explain your position.

+ AND –  (position?);  many + and -, but I oppose

+ example 1;  new jobs

- example 1;  more noise

+ example 2;  more taxes for the city 

- example 2;  more pollution

There are many advantages and disadvantages to a new factory but I would oppose it.

A new factory would create new jobs and give more taxes to the city.

However, a new factory would cause more noise and pollution.

· Question;  What are the important qualities of a good son or daughter? Have these qualities changed or remained the same over time in your culture? Use specific reasons and examples to support your answer.

Your idea;   “good” doesn’t change over time

Example 1;  caring

Example 2;  responsible

Example 3;   respectful

The qualities of a good son or daughter have not changed over time.

First of all, a good child is caring.

Secondly, a good child must be responsible.

Last of all, a good child must be respectful of his/her parents.

