Essay wisdom

· To receive a good score, you must do three things; answer the question, use good grammar, and be organized.

· Writing what you know is easiest.  However, you don’t need to believe an opinion to write about it.  Write whatever you can express best.
About Grammar.

1. Use transitional phrases to improve the sound of your essay.    Some common transitional phrases include:
Therefore

However

In spite of

In conclusion

Though

Moreover

Although

Furthermore

In summary

Despite

Consider

In my opinion


First of all

Finally

Also


On the contrary

2. Use third person (instead of first) for a more sophisticated sound.  After all, an essay is your opinion by definition.

3. Don’t try to be complicated, try to be grammatically correct.  If you can only write short sentences, don’t try to write long ones!

About Organization:

1. Be sure every essay has an introduction and a conclusion.

2. Consider using part of the question as part of your introduction.

3. There are three general types of essays on the TOEFL; argument, persuasion, extension.   In argument, you are asked to present two sides ("compare and contrast”, “good and bad”, etc.).  In persuasion, you are asked to present one side (“do you agree or disagree”, etc.).  In extension, you are asked to imagine a situation or tell about your past (“what would you do?”, “what did you do?”, etc.).
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