Comparison of Good and Poor Readers
The difference between good and poor readers is not just skills such as phonics or vocabulary.  There is also significant difference in behaviors and critical thinking.  Consider the chart below.  How can you help learners understand and use the behaviors of good readers to their advantage?

Before Reading…

	Good Readers

· Activate prior knowledge by thinking about the title and anticipating the subject based on their background knowledge

· Set a purpose before reading

· Have a can-do sense of self

· See reading as a way to gain information or enjoyment
	Poor Readers

· Begin reading without any preparation or thought of connecting to prior knowledge

· Are unaware of the purpose of reading this material

· Assume failure

· See reading as a task to complete


During Reading…

	Good Readers

· Monitor their understanding as they read

· Predict what will happen next

· Are able to change track if something doesn’t make sense
· Recognize and use the text structure to support their understanding

· Organize and integrate new information, adding to what they already know
	Poor Readers
· Are easily distracted

· Are unaware of their lack of comprehension 

· Do not know what to do if they begin to lose track of understanding

· Do not use text structure to help them understand which new ideas and vocabularly are important

· See information as independent, not connected


After Reading…

	Good Readers

· Summarize main ideas

· Seek more information from other sources if needed

· Affirm their success is a result of their effort
	Poor Readers
· Stop reading and thinking as soon as the “task” is complete
· Believe success is a result of luck


