Comparison of Good and Poor Writers
The difference between good and poor writers is not just skills such as grammar or vocabulary.  There is also significant difference in behaviors and critical thinking.  Consider the chart below.  How can you help learners understand and use the behaviors of good writers to their advantage?

Before Writing…

	Good Writers
· Consider the structure or organization of what they want to say
· Set a purpose before writing
· Have a can-do sense of self

· Think about the audience to whom they are writing
	Poor Writers
· Begin writing without any thought about organization or audience
· Assume failure

· See writing as a task to complete


During Writing…

	Good Writers
· Write what they think or feel
· Use sequential vocabulary or conjunctions to help readers with comprehension 
· Use synonyms to avoid repetition
· Seek resources such as dictionaries, thesaurus’ to improve their work
	Poor Writers
· Write what they can spell
· Are unaware of their lack of clarity 

· Repeat words often
· Will not consider going to a written source for additional help


After Writing…

	Good Writers
· Assume most writing to be a first draft
· Affirm their success is a result of their effort
	Poor Writers
· See the task of writing as over when they finish writing
· Believe success is a result of luck


